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Dear Mr. Daniel Arvizo,

The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians (ACBCI) appreciates your efforts to include the 

Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) in the Downtown Indio Specific Plan (SP-15-3-28) 

project. The project area is not located within the boundaries of the ACBCI Reservation. 

However, it is within the Tribe’s Traditional Use Area (TUA). A records check of the ACBCI 

registry identified previous surveys in the area that were positive for the presence of cultural 

resources.  For this reason, the ACBCI THPO requests the folllowing:

[VIA EMAIL TO:darvizo@indio.org]

City of Indio

Mr. Daniel Arvizo

100 Civic Center Mall

Indio, CA 92201

May 29, 2015

Re: EIR and Downtonw Indio Specific Plan

Again, the Agua Caliente appreciates your interest in our cultural heritage. If you have questions 

or require additional information, please call me at (760)699-6907. You may also email me at 

acbci-thpo@aguacaliente.net.

Cordially,

Pattie Garcia

Director

Tribal Historic Preservation Office

 AGUA CALIENTE BAND

OF CAHUILLA INDIANS

03-002-2015-001

 *Formal government to government consultion under California Senate Bill 18



Appendix B-2 
EIR Comment Letters



Dear Mr. Juan Rodriguez,

The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians (ACBCI) appreciates your efforts to include the 

Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) in the Downtown Indio Specific Plan (SP-15-3-28) 

project. The project area is not located within the boundaries of the ACBCI Reservation. 

However, it is within the Tribe’s Traditional Use Area (TUA). A records check of the ACBCI 

registry identified previous surveys in the area that were positive for the presence of cultural 

resources. In consultation, the ACBCI THPO requests the following:

[VIA EMAIL TO:jrodriguez@indio.org]

City of Indio

Mr. Juan Rodriguez

100 Civic Center Mall

Indio, CA 92201

June 07, 2017

Re: Comments on the Draft EIR for the Downtown Indio Specific Plan (SP-15-3-28)

03-002-2015-001

# * Page 1-5 Cultural Resources Section needs to be expanded to include CEQA, 

SB18 and AB52. AB52 will be applicable to all of the future projects resulting from 

this Specific Plan.

# * Page 1-18 Section 4.4: Cultural Resources MM 4.4-1 is acceptable as written.

# * Page 1-19 Section 4.4: Cultural Resources MM 4.4-2 is acceptable as written.

# * Page 1-19 Section 4.4: Cultural Resources MM 4.4-3 is acceptable as written.

# * Page 1-19 Section 4.4: Cultural Resources MM 4.4-4 is unacceptable as written. 

The THPO suggests the following:



# * MM 4.4-4: Should implementation of MM 4.4-1 result in the implementation of 

MM 4.4-2, the following actions must be taken: 

A) Upon discovery of cultural resources during construction activities, a qualified 

archaeologist shall be retained to assess the nature and significance of the find, 

diverting construction if necessary. 

B) The qualified archaeologist shall have the authority to redirect ground-disturbing 

activities in the vicinity of the find until the nature and extent of the find can be 

evaluated. 

C) Any such resource uncovered shall be subject to the following: 

a) Resources shall be recorded on appropriate Department of Parks and Recreation 

(DPR) 523-series forms. Note that Tribal Cultural Resources will be addressed in 

coordination with the City and consulting Tribes in accordance with AB52. 

b) A curation agreement with an appropriate qualified repository within Riverside 

County that meets federal standards per 36 CFR Part 79 and therefore would be 

professionally curated and made available to other archaeologists/researchers for 

further study. The collections and associated records shall be transferred, including 

title, to an appropriate curation facility within Riverside County, to be accompanied 

by payment of the fees necessary for permanent curation.

D) For projects where inadvertent cultural resources are identified during ground-

disturbing construction of the proposed project, the applicant shall provide evidence 

that every effort has been made to avoid and preserve those resources.

E) For projects with a possibility of impacts to tribal cultural resources, the 

applicant shall be required to provide evidence of a tribal monitoring agreement 

with the consulting tribes or bands.

F) For projects with Tribal Cultural Resources Present: Prior to the issuance of 

grading permits, the applicant shall submit to the City for review and approval 

evidence that planned on-site excavation activities conform to the applicable 

provisions of the Tribal Cultural Resources Monitoring Agreement.

# * Page 1-21 Section 4.4: Cultural resources MM 4.4-7is acceptable as written.

# * Page 1-22 Section 4.4: Cultural resources MM4.4-1 through MM 4.4-7 with 

THPO edits are acceptable as mitigation measures.

# * Page 4.4-1: This section should clarify that early ethnographers and linguists 

divided the Cahuilla onto groups and not the Cahuilla themselves.

# * Page 4.4-2: This section does not mention Ancient Lake Cahuilla had several high 

stands and several drying periods.

# * Page 4.4-2: The Cahuilla Village name should be identified in this section.

# * Page 4.4-2: Historical Context section that discusses the trails- This was a Native 

American Trail, used into historic times.  Using the word ancient is misleading.



Again, the Agua Caliente appreciates your interest in our cultural heritage. If you have questions 

or require additional information, please call me at (760)699-6907. You may also email me at 

acbci-thpo@aguacaliente.net.

Cordially,

Pattie Garcia-Plotkin

Director

Tribal Historic Preservation Office

 AGUA CALIENTE BAND

OF CAHUILLA INDIANS

# * Page 4.4-2 paragraphs 5, 6, 7, 8: These paragraphs are written out of chorological 

order and need to be rewritten to clarify the timeline.

# * Page 4.4-3: Archaeological Resources section- remove the word "basic" and 

include a reference to the many artesian wells and walk-in wells which were 

utilized by the Cahuilla.

# * Page 4.4-3: Archaeological Resources section- there is no mention of prehistoric 

resources please include a discussion on prehistoric resources and associated 

artifacts types.

# * Page 4.4-4: Historical Resources section- This section dismisses prehistoric 

resources. Please include a more in-depth discussion on prehistoric resources.










