Murray Canyon Trail

(see map on page 120)

LENGTH: 6 miles season: September to June

HIKING TIME: 4 hours INFORMATION:

ELEVATION GAIN: 500 feet (760) 323-6018

DIFFicuLTY: Moderate

Murray Canyon Trail takes you deep into the lower reaches of the San Jacinto
Mountains via a palm-enclosed canyon stream found on the Agua Caliente Indian
Reservation in south Palm Springs. This canyon differs somewhat from its close
neighbor, Andreas Canyon, by offering the hiker many more miles of trail on which
to explore higher canyon eleva- [l L R . TR
tions. The California fan palm is 8 :
quite abundant in Murray, giving
another lush escape from the sur-
rounding desert heat. This hike
requires more caution during high
spring runoff, as the streambeds
tend to challenge the trail at sev-
eral crossings. You can hike farther
up Murray Canyon in bushwhack-
ing style, depending on the thick-
ness of the undergrowth, the
strength of the rushing waters, and
your own adventurous spirit.

DIRECTIONS ¥

TO REACH ANDREAS CANYON, drive south on S. Palm Canyon Dr.

from where it meets Hwy. 111 in the south end of Palm Springs. Follow the
M signs to the Agua Caliente Indian Canyons and, after paying the toll, take
i

the road to the right 0.75 mile to the picnic tables.
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<<rmn you reach Andreas Canyon, cross the stream and follow the signs to the
south. The trail meanders a while through the underbrush and along the
stream before beginning to break away from its sister canyon and head in a more
southwest direction. Desert willow, assorted cacti, and a scattering of cottonwood
are found along the stream. Take extra care along this waterway during strong
and high runoff; hikers have been injured on the slippery rocks and in the deep

water. This hike makes 2 great picnic adventure and treats you to the vistas of high
canyon country and soaring cliffs.

i

S. Palm Canyon Dr.
44, to Palm Springs

Toll Gate

Hike 54 m\\
{

Maynard Mine S i}
R

v Hike 52

....... Hike 53 Trading Post
= = = Hike 54 Car Parking
< — Hike 55 Lower Palm

Canyon Trail

Dos Palmas Spri
- \/.\ .q.m pring
Jo Pond Trail to Cedar Spring


nvance
Highlight

nvance
Highlight


